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Honorable Leslie Byrne
House of Representatives
1609 Longworth Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congresswoman Byrne:

~-l-JL
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION ~m" !J j,~

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20554 :POLICY & PLANNING

1 2 ~WfILE COpy ORIGINAL BRANCH ROOM 5202

This is in reply to your letter of February 22, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of several of your constit e arding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket No 92-235, 7 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes t ommission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituents' concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands be1ow5l2 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you .for your interest in this proceeding.
letters will be included in the record of the proceeding.
rules to be issued in 1994.

Your constituents'
We expect final

~~~~
Richard J. Shiben
Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau
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COMMITTEE

LESLIE L. BYRNE
11TH DISTRICT. VIRGINIA
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INVESTIGATIONS AND OVERSIGHT

COMMITTEE

POST OFFICE AND CIVIL SERVICE

SUBCOMMITTEE:

COMPENSATION AND EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

PUBLIC WORKS AND TRANSPORTATION

Mr. Alfred Sikes
Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Sikes:

The purpose of this letter is to infonn you of a matter of interest to me regarding the
Federal Communications Commission Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM-PR Docket
92-235). As you are aware, the frequencies in question are in the 72-76 MHZ band.
This matter is of particular interest to me because many of my Virginia constituents are
heavily involved in Radio Controlled Model Aircraft. I am concerned that the proposed
roles will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model aircraft
use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling model aitplanes.

The band in question is primarily used for .private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, frequencies used by Radio Controlled Model Aircraft are far enough apart ftom
the private land mobile dispatch frequencies that they have been able to share the band
without either use interfering with the other.

The new FCC proposal would create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into
more narrow bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile
frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio
control operations.

Many of the safety precautions used by Radio Controlled Model Aircraft users involve the
careful coordination and use of radio control frequencies. If the number of frequencies
available for use by model aircraft users is diminished, the remaining frequencies will
become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly reduced.
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Mr. Alfred Sikes
February 22, 1993
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Please know that I am mindful of the difficult decisions you will be facing in regard to this
matter. As you undertake this task, keep in mind that I will be supportive of any effort
that will address the above raised concerns.

Sincerely,

~~BY~
Member of Congress
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